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In Cooperation with the New Jersey Department of Education

State FFA Essay Event

The purpose of the State FFA Essay Event isto develop writing skillsin members. By incorporating this
event aspart of the Agricultural Education curriculum, all studentswill writein clear, concise,
organized language that variesin content and form for different audiences and purpose, which is
one of theNJ Core Curriculum Content Standards. The Essay will be graded on content, grammar,
and mechanics.

RULES
1 Contestants may choose any current subject which is of an agricultural nature and of general interest to the
public for their essays. Any essay not written on an agricultural issue will be disqualified. The essay isto be
written in atechnical or factual manner; opinionated papers will not be accepted. The purpose of each essay
isto enlighten, explain, or instruct.

2. There will be three divisions to separate the age and possible writing experience of the contestants. (Division
1)) Thethreeto five page essay is open to all 9th and 10th grade FFA members. (Division Il;) Thesix to
eight page essay is open to all membersin 12th grade or lower. (Division I11:) The three to five page essay
and is open to all Special Needs members. A first place winner may not compete in that division again.

3. Each contestant’s essay will be the result of the student’s own efforts. The attached sheet declares the effort is
the sole work of the student. It must be signed by the student, chapter advisor, and parent in an effort to
ensure honesty and must be submitted with the essay. This sheet will also declare Special Needs Division
Certification with a signature from the Child Study Team.

4, All contestants should give credit to others where any direct quotes, phrases, or special data are used in the
essay, in order not to be guilty of plagiarism. Footnotes are not necessary, but may be used, and references
may be made in the content of the essay.

5. Essays must include a bibliography of references, regardless of content
or length, and a title page including Title of Essay, Division, Name of
Student, Grade Tevel, Teacher name and Chapter name. (Title page and bibliography
are not counted in length of essay.)

6. The essay must have 1" margins, be doubled spaced, and be typed in 12
point font. The pages must also be numbered along with the contestant’s
name and chapter at the top of each page.

7. The contest is open only to students who are enrolled 1in
Agriculture/Agriscience Education for the current calendar year or who
are still in high school but have completed all agricultural education
courses offered. When selected, contestants must be active members of a
chartered FFA Chapter, in good standing with the state FFA Association
and the National Organization.

8. The winner of each division will receive a plague at the State FFA Convention.
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Essay Event Verification
(Must be completed and attached to essay.)

Chapter:

Name:

ESSAY TITLE:

l, , do hereby swear that the attached essay is solely my
work. | received no help in the research, planning, or writing of thisessay. | have given credit
where it is due throughout the essay and have attached a complete bibliography. | realize that if |
am found guilty of having plagiarized material in my essay, | am subject to the appropriate laws.

Student’s Signature Date

As Chapter Advisor, | have read the essay and agree that it appears free of plagiarism and is
solely the work of the contestant.

Advisor’s Signature Date

As amember of the school’s Child Study Team, | certify that
isa Specia Needs Student and can qualify for the Special Needs Division of this contest.

Child Study Team Signature Date

As the parent/guardian of , | am aware of my child's
participation in this contest. | have read the attached essay and agree that it appears free of

plagiarism and is solely the work of my child.

Parent/Guardian Date
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State FFA Essay Event Score sheet

Division: I 11 111 (circle one) Judge’'s Name:
Part | - Content Points 1 2 3
Allowed Name: Name: Name:
Effectivetitle 25
Sticks to topic 75
Maintains interest 75
Logical organization 75
Satisfying conclusion 50
Part | Total 300
Part Il - Mechanics Points 1 2 3
Allowed
Title Page 25
Punctuation (-5 each) 25
Capitals (-5 each) 50
Paragraph formation 50
(-5 each)
Spelling (-5 each) 50
Sentence formation 50
& clarity (-5 each)
Word usage (-5 each) 50
Total Part 11 300
1 2 3
Total Part | 300
Total Part 11 300
Grand Total 600
Individual Ranking
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